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Queft. 1. Mave long liv'd in an unlawoful,thd fuccefsful 

Amour. I have enjoy’d all she Favours that 

a lovely young Woman can beftow. I am 
wery fenfible of the Sin I commit, as well as the Injury I do 
the Husband. My Circum@ances and Employment are fuch I 
cannot quit this Town or Land, nor wou'd willingly expofe 
her Reputation : 1 therefore give you the trouble of this te 
beg your Advice what meafures I fhall take ( befides thofe 
pre(crib’dby Religion) to avoid this lovely Tempter, who 
will not fail to pre[s me to a continuance of my Paffion which 
Lam refolv'd to quit. Your Direttions in this cafe will very 
much eb]ige ——— Yours, (°c. : 

Anjw. This being a ching of more than ordinary mo- 
ment, as well in its felf as from the Influence it may 
have upon others, we thought fie to print the Letrer ac 
large, to let our Gallants fee, that there are yet fome 
imitable Examples left, ef penitence at leaft, if not of 
pertect Virtue. a 

In anfwer, We firft hope the Gentleman ts in ear- 
neft, and that he needs no more Arguments to convince 
him of the abfolute neceffity there 1s of his leaving this 
damnable Sin. He asks what meafures he thall take 
befides thofe prefcribed by Religion? we reply, none at all, 
for that reaches the Cafe in all its Circumftaaces, fince 
it direéts not only to Purity, but to Prudence and Gene- 
rofity too, in things of this Nature. fofeph when tempt- 
ed by his Miftrefs wou'd not ruine her Reputation, by 
revealing it to his Mafter, tho this Generofity had al- 
moft him his Life ; much lefs wethink ought any 
to do fo who have either bin the fole Tempters, or at 
Jeaft equally guilty. The fame Holy Books teach us 
Prudence in the fame cafe, both in polepre Example, 
and in Solomen’s Precepts, one who had bin but too 
well acquainted with things of that Nature. ofepb 
hearkened not to his Miftrefs fo much as to be with 
her, for he knew ‘twas dangerous venturing near fo 
fair an Enemy: And Solomon ays, Come mot near the door 
of her Houfe, keep out of Eye-fbor, and to be fure there 
is no danger. But this common Prudence may be branch’d 
out into particular aéts, as the Temptations may prels. 
What has been already faid we think may be fufhcient 
in general, in what manner to avoid her ; but wee'll 
go further, as we fuppole the Querift defires, and di- 
rect him how to break off intirely. This we'd advife 
him by no means to do perionally, for the Reafons be- 
fore mention’d, but by Letter, in which if he pleafe he 
may enclofe this Paper, which perhaps may make the 
Breach incurealle ; and if it does, fo much the better, 
for hee’l have che le(stronble afterward. Prudence and 
Generofity will ftill direét him what the Subjeét of the 
Letter ought co be, and that’cis the Sin and Danger to 
both their Souls, whic’ is che real occafion of the Breach, 
ufing the fame arguments to convince her, and make her 
a real Convert to Virtwe and Honeur, which he found 
before work’d on his own mind. But what e're the 

nds, fee ber no more, it poflible to be avoided; at 
leatt. conver{e not with her, nor receive Letters from 
her, but co the Fire with ‘em as foon ase're you per- 
ceive they are hers, if you are (ure of the Hand with- 
out fo much asopening ‘em, or elfe you'l endanger the 
rekindling a worfe Flame in your Breaft, chan. chat 
from which you have fav'd ‘em. As for your felf, 
have a care of Relupfes, more dangerous than the Dif- 
eafe. Remember you are now engag'd againft all your 
Enemies at once, the orld, the Ficfb, and the Devil — 
They'll ftruggle hard, but there are more with you than 
againft you. Readinthe Ingenious Bentivolio and Ura- 


nja, the Conflict between Nickomacus and Orexis, with — 


her other Sifters. Vircue, Religion and Honour engage 
on your fide, and Glory is your Reward —and as 
Divine Herbert fays, If rottenne{s bave more, let Hea- 


wen £0. 


Queft. 2. A Gentlewoman that has a Husband whe ufed 
her barbaroutly, makes ber go in danger of ber Life, aud 
keeps 4 Whore, refufing to live with ber, but making ber 
work for her Bread, having the offer of a fingle Gentleman 
that will maintain her very well : W bether it be any Sin to 
accept of his kindnefs? 

Anjw. Here are fevera! ambiguous words in this 
Queftion, which muft be explained before we can go 
any further —— [ Offer of a fingle Gentleman } —(.to 
maintain ber | to { ace t of bis kindnefs ] Lt the words, 
offering to maintain, fignitie keeping in the uiual Sence 
en't, as by the circumftances ‘tis extreamly probable 
they do; and if by the accepting his kindne(s,be meant being 
kind to him agen, then the Cale is clear ; and why all 
this fine clean Language to wrap up that broad word 
WHORE, with which the fo fairly brands one chat is 
kept by her Husband, when about to bring her felf in- 
to the fame Circumftances: Ist any Cafe of Confcience 
whether a Woman ought co turn Whore becauie her 
Husband is a Whorematter ? Has he been never 10 
brutith and barbarous, tho’ perhaps hee'd reprefent 
her as ill might he {peak for himfelf, is that any ex- 
cule co her co imitate him? or will the be fo mad to 
itab her ‘elf, and infinitely worfe, becaufe her Husband 
has put her in danger of ber Life? But wee'l take the 
Cate at faireft Suppole the Gentleman wou’'d only 
generoutly iupply her-neceflities and expeét no criminal 
returns for his kindnel’S, if fucha thing be poffible in*fuch 
an Age, or rather elte let’s lay, preiends to expect none, 
yet ‘cisill erujting him, ‘tis a dangerous Experiment, 'tis 
much more honourzble and honeft to co get her Living 
by ne Labour, nay almoft by begging it felt,fuppofing 
hehas ever made any pretences to her, or fhe has reaton 
to believe he intends any fuch thing. 

Queft, 3. Suppofe the Querift have a Daughter about 
twenty years of Age, anda Brother about the fame Age, and 
they happen to have {o fincere and earne/t a paffion. for each 
other, that its fear'd no reajon will prevail with ’em from 
marrying ; or if prevented, in all probabiliay will occafion 
their ruine in this World : Query, Whether upon this con- 
federation may the Marriage be folemniz’d with bope of Gods 
Bleffing, and the quiet enjoyment of their Liberties and 
Eftates to them and their pojler::y, notwithftanding any feru- 
ples that may be rais'd againft it? 

Anjw. It it be ablolutely unlawful and forbidden by 
Gods. Word, undoubdsedly it ought by no means to be 
contented to; nay thofe concern’d can’t acquit them- 
felves by being only pailive in the cafe. That ‘tis fo, 
feems the pofitive Judgment of our Church and Nati- 
on ; for we find in the Table of Kindred and Affinity, 
Num, 25. the Brothers Daughter among the prohibited 

sto the Man, and the third to the Woman, her 
Faehers Brother being forbidden her, and this as its faid 
there, In Scripmure and our Laws. Ics trac, here’s a 
doubt, whether thofe words are taken together or afun- 
der, thae is, Whether were intended thereby that all 
thefe degrees were forbidden both by the Laws of God 
and the Laws of the Land, or fome by one and fome 
by the other, tho’ this is clear'd in the Canon ic felt, 
which fays, ‘ That none thal! marry within the Degrees 
‘ prohibited by the Laws of God, and exprefied in a 
‘Table fet forth by Authority,4”.D. 15 53.(in the Reign 
of Bleffed Qu. Elizabeth) from which Table we have 
taken the two former, Prohibitions. Nay further, 
*That al] Marriages fo made and conrracted, thall be 
‘adjudged inceftuous and wolawful, and confequently 
* thall be diffolv'd as v@id trom che beginning, and the 
‘ Parties fo marry’d thall by courle ot Law — be fepa- 
*rated.” Here then is the venerable ens and 
Authority of che beft regulated Church in the World 
that fuch a Marriage is abfolurely unlawful, and jpfo 
fade void, and that 12 Conjunction with the authority 
- iF nis of 
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of the State which declares the fame. But fuppofing 
le indifcrenc of it felf, undoubtedly it ceafes to be fo 
when’ Authority determines as it does here, other- 
wife it & nO Authorizy. ~ Lf we come to Scripture, its 
crve its not there exprefly forbidden, tho’ it feems to 
be by parity of Realon; for in the 18th. of Leviticus, 
the Farhers Sifter and Mothers Sifter are abfolutely for- 
bidden, and Fathers Brother is no farther off than his 
Siiter, tho” it muft be acknowledg’d there may be fome 
difference between the afcent and defcent, tho’ not e- 
nough to make either lawful. The Summ is, that we 
think the Gentleman oblig‘'d in Confcience to hinder 
this inceftuous Marriage, whatever the Confequences 
may be, and the Parties immediately concern’d to 
break off this unlawful Amour, tho’ with the hazard 
of their Lives, for thofe prohibitions mention’d are cer- 
tainly natural, and ‘not ceremonial, as appears from 
v.24. of the torecited Chap. Defile not your felves in any 
of thefe things, for in all tbefe the Nations are defiled, which 
1 cafl out before you. 

Queft. 4. A Young Man of a very amorous di{poftion, 
has had the misfortune to yield to every attack of bis Paffion, 
and being ftrait charm’d with every new Object, bath pro- 
mis'd two feveral Toung Gentlewomen Marriage, and there- 
by enjoy’d’em both. This heat of imprudent Love being over, 
be is very fenfible of bis Fault, and very melancholly upon it : 
His Inclinations don’t lead him to have either of ‘em, thd he's 
fully perfwaded of their Love and true Affection, and this 
averfion is the more becaule be fees he cant bave one with- 
out rendring the other difcontented and implacable, wor can 
he fee any means to make her or them a fatisfactory reftituti- 
tion: I therefore bex your bet Advice you can inthis mat- 
ter, it being of Confequence, and this grief requiring 4 {pec- 
dy remedy, 8c. 

Anfw. Firft let him heartily beg pardon of God Al- 
mighty, and continue the fame every day he lives. 
Then, unlefs there be any private Reafon, or rather 
neceflity, why he fhou’d marry one more than the o- 
ther, (and therecan be but one, which he a! eafily 
guels) he ought, we think, to marry neither, unlefs one 

ou'd releafe him, or dye, in which cafe, notwith- 
ftanding any pretended or real Averfion, he muft mar- 
ry her that's left free : Ifthey both live, and refufe to 
releafe him, he muft remain all his Life fingle, fince 
~ cannot lawfully marry either of them, or any o- 
ther. 

Queft. 5. A Toung man being in Love with a Toung 
Gentlewoman, promis'd her Marriage without the knowledge 
of his own Parents, tho her Parents did both know and ap- 
prove it; and it may be if he had given notice of it to his Parents 
they would have confented zo it. Itbappened the Toung man 
being gone to Travel, found another occafion of Marriage as 
well more pleafant to bis Fancy, as advantageous to his For- 
tune: Now the Queflion is, Whether without wounding 
his Con{cience, and with the confent of his Parents for the 
other, be may leavethe former and take the latter ? — This 
Queftion belongs toa Countrey where all promiies of Mar- 
riage being Clandeftine, are void without the confent of the 
Parents on both fides ? 

An{w. Notwithftanding all this, the Prior Obligation 
is ftill valid, unlefs he can get a releafe from the for- 
mer, and tho’ he may be free in Foro humano, yet we 
think he is {till oblig’d in Foro Confcientie, tho’ he did 
ill to promife without the Confent of his own Parents 
as well as hers. 

Quett. 6. #hy Women are for the moft part fonder and fal- 
fer than men ? 

Anjw. We fhall deny they are fo for the moft part, 
until che Querift has told all the Nofes in the World. 
For their Fondnefs, none e’re went further in the Try- 
al on’e that we.e’re read or heard of, than Spencers 
Syuire of Dames, and he made the Experiment, as we 
remember, but on three hundred, but that’s all a fpice- 
tul roguifh Fable, invented on purpofe by the angry 
Poet tor the lois of his Miftrefs; and wou'd fome fair 
Lady make the fame Tryal, undoubtedly  the'd find 
fewer Denyals than he did, fuppoteg Story true. 
Then for cheir being falfer too, the Objector unlucki- 
ly deftroysone part of the Cabumny by the other ; for 
M fonder, how falfer > if falfer, how fonder ? Indeed 
we men are generally the Painters, and order all things 
how we pleafe — we write the Hiftories of Women, and 
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reprefent ou felves and them as wethink fits but they 
feldom either write ours, or defend themfelves: Bur 
grant the obfervation true in fome cafes, yet the 
Ladies are eafily excus'd: If they are fond, ‘tis difinge- 
nious to blame ‘em, and we feldom think “em fo ti}j 
we are willing to leave ‘em: If they are falfe, ‘tis we 
teach it ‘em, and they are often driven into it either our 
of defpair or revenge. 

Queft. 7. Whether after Promifes made between two per- 
fons, they mayn't lawfully leave each other, and accept or court 
otbers by mutual Confent ? 

Anfw. We or there’s no doubt to be made but 
they may, the obligation being mutual,and juft as much 
on one fide as the other, fo that-both giving up their 
part there’s no wrong done —— Nay, we think ‘twou'd 
be very requifite they fhou'd do fo in fome cafes ; as 
where there’s no probability of living otherwife than 
poorly and miferably if they fhou'd come together : for 
tho’ Love may make a-fhitr to keep ‘em warm before 
Marriage, they won't find that alone will do it after. 
wards. 

Queft. 8. Whether Sappho or Airs. Behn were the better 
Poetefs > 

Anjw. We muft beg the Perfon of Honours pardon 
who fent this Queftion, ‘if we can't help telling a plea- 
fant paflage before we anfwer it, "tis met with in the 
Voyages of one Struis a Dutchman, about tome ro years 
fince tranflated into Englifh;and ‘tis this, p. 288. In the 
City of Ardebil in Perfia are a Corporation of Whores, all 
Poeteffes, whole chief Subject is the praife of the Emperor. 
This unlucky Story was brought to mind by fome woful 
Loyal Plays, which for 2 Reigns together pefter'd the 
Theaters and Stationers, which is all we wil] fay of em, 
confidering whofe they were, but come now to the com- 
parifon: Sappho writ too little, and Mrs. Bebn too much, 
tor usto give ‘em any juft or equalCharaéter,not but that 
by the littleyvery Little we have ofSappho, we believe hardly 
ever were 2 Souls more alike than Mrs. Bebns and hers. 
Mrs. Bebn, its true, has writ many things, and fome of 
‘em excellently well, in her own foft frain, few coming 
near her ; particularly in her Lovers Watch, whicheit 
we miftake not, we tormerly mention’d. And-then her 
Voyage to the Ifland of Love, proves her a great proficient 
both in the Theory and practical part of that paffion : But yet 
one Fragment confifting but ofa few Lines, which we 
have of Sappbo's, carries {cmething in it fo foft, 
lnfbious and charming even in the found of the words, that 
Catulus himfelf, who has endeavour’d fomewhat like 
‘em in Latin, comes infinitely fhort of ’em, and fo have 
all che reft who have writ their own thoughts on thae 
Subject ; --for which reafon we cou’d with Mrs. Behn her 
felf had tranflated em before fhe went to Ely/um to 
meet her. 


Adberifements. 


O Morrow being the 13th. Inftant, wil 
be Publifhed a Book Entituled England's 
Miferies, fet-forth in their true Light, being 
a brief Hiftory of the manifold difficulties this 
Kingdom laboured under in the Reigns of King 
Fames the Firft and his Unfortunate Son, which 
brought on our Civil Wars and the Death of 
King Charles the Firft, and at laft caufed the 
Abdication of King fames the Second, with the 
Declaration for Lawful Sports co beled. on 
Sundays. By a Perfon of Qualisy. »Soldb 
Richard Baldwin near the Oxfords-Arms | 
Varwick-lane. 


T Mile-end-Green, the Sign of the green Gun, be- 

ing afalr large Houle, having a Bowling-green, 
Stable and Out-houtfes, is to be Lett,inquire at Mr. Crifp’s 
at che Kings Arms, next door tothe Gun, and you nay 
know further. ¢ 
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